INTRODUCTION
act of patriotic devotion, which is rare in the modern world.
MacDonald feared that he might have to make this sacrifice
and, to avoid it, committed a great act of political treachery.
The organism, says the scientist, is continually adapted to
its environment. There is one part of MaeDc maid's environ-
ment that directed the current of his life. This was his early
poverty. It was the background of his motives, and it was a
prime factor in his behaviour in the psychological sense. It
coloured his outlook and influenced his opinions. I Us selfish-
ness, his hidden hatreds, his vanity, and even his snobbery,
can readily be traced to the inferiority complex that grew in
the blighting poverty of his earliest days.
The absolute effects of this phase of MacDonald's environ-
ment cannot be estimated. Self-preservation is the first law
of life. In the struggle against poverty the laws that obtain
are the laws of the jungle, and almost any action could be
condoned that helped the victim to escape to freedom and
security.
It is MacDonald's conduct after he had climbed clear of the
swamp, after he had reached a position of safety, his primary
needs satisfied, that calls for the strongest condemnation*
Then, he had on excuse, and then it was that he turned on
those who had befriended him, and sought to drive deeper
into the slough of poverty the people who had helped him
out of it*